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EDITORIAL
The Ronald A. Hites Award for an
Outstanding Research Publication in JASMSAs we head into the 20th year since the foundingof our Society journal, it is my pleasure toannounce a new Society award related to the
journal—The Ronald A. Hites Award for an Outstanding
Research Publication in JASMS.
One of the most valuable benefits of membership in
the American Society for Mass Spectrometry is the
personal subscription to the journal, which is delivered
monthly to each and every one of our desks. JASMS,
which is by far the leader of mass spectrometry journals
in circulation, is also the leading mass spectrometry
journal in impact factor for original research publica-
tions. The impact factor is the average number of
citations per article in a journal over a two-year period
and is generally seen as a measure of the quality of a
journal in its field. Clearly, the impact factor is a
function of the quality of the papers published. Given
that JASMS is the leader in the field, it seems appropri-
ate that the Society recognizes, with an award, the
quality of the papers published.
There are a number of people who have been instru-
mental in the success of the journal. Certainly Mike
Gross, the editor-in-chief since the beginning, deserves
a tremendous amount of credit for the success of the
JASMS. Under his vision and leadership the journal has
gone from a bimonthly publication with 500 pages a
year, to a monthly publication with about five times as
many pages. While this growth parallels the growth of
the Society and the field of mass spectrometry, it has
been a challenging task to grow the journal but not
compromise the quality. Mike and his associate editors
have met this challenge with extraordinary success. The
present associate editors, Veronica Bierbaum, Jennifer
Brodbelt, Kelsey Cook, Joe Loo, and Carol Robinson, were
preceded by Sam Houk, Simon Gaskell, and myself.
There are many other less visible people, presidents
of the Society, members of the ASMS Board of Direc-
tors, and members of the JASMS Editorial Board who
have contributed to the journal’s success in other ways.
Bob Murphy was instrumental from the beginning in
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institutional price of JASMS is remarkably low com-
pared to most other journals. Chris Enke championed
making the journal freely available to anyone and
everyone a year after initial publication. Both these
policies make our science more widely accessible and
distinguish (in addition to the quality of the research
published) JASMS from other journals. Our publisher,
Elsevier, deserves mention for workingwith the Society to
make these policies become reality despite the fact that
they run counter to traditional publishing principles.
The last person I must acknowledge is Ron Hites, the
person for whom this new award is named. Ron was
president of ASMS when the journal was conceived and
is arguably the person most responsible for its exis-
tence. At the time, there were four other journals
devoted to publishing mass spectrometry research, Or-
ganic Mass Spectrometry and Biological Mass Spectrometry
(which have been combined to become the Journal of
Mass Spectrometry), the International Journal of Mass
Spectrometry and Ion Processes, and Rapid Communications
in Mass Spectrometry. There was significant discussion
and concern over whether there really was a need for
another journal in the field. Ron felt that if ASMS were
to be a true leader in the field of mass spectrometry, we
would need a Society journal, and that our members
would support it. Thus, JASMS was born, and, as they
say, the rest is history. Because Ron’s vision in estab-
lishing the Society journal was so important for its
inception, the current ASMS Board of Directors felt it
fitting to name the award for him.
Details about The Ronald A. Hites Award for an Out-
standing Research Publication in JASMS can be found on
the next page and on the ASMS website (http://
www.asms.org/). As you read this and future issues of
JASMS, keep in mind the Award, and if you find an
article particularly outstanding, please nominate it.
Gary Glish
President, ASMS
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